This communication deals with the documentation of 38 medicinal plant species used for indigenous medications by local villagers such as pastoralists (Maldharis) and farmers of Tapkeshwari Hill Range (THR), Bhuj Taluka, Kachchh District, Gujarat, India. Traditional knowledge on medicinally important plant species has been recorded from tribal communities through semi-questionnaire survey using an open-ended questionnaire datasheets. The response from the people interviewed clearly indicated that most of the villagers were fully or partially dependent on the forest produce for their primary healthcare requirements as well as for curing chronic or acute disorders and ailments. Plant parts such as bark, flowers, fruits, gum, latex, leaves, roots, seeds, and spadix, were found to be used for the cure of bronchitis,
Introduction
It is a well-known fact that many wild food plants are used by tribal communities 
2005).
In purview of the above information, the aim of the present work was to collect and identify the medicinally important plant species of THR, and their uses by the resident tribal communities.
Materials and Methods

Study Area
For the present study, Tapkeshwari Hill Range (THR) was selected and surveyed from 2010 to 2012, which covers about 140 km 2 (14,400 ha), covering nine villages of two Talukas (Bhuj and Mundra) (Fig. 1) Gadgil, 1994) . A documentation of ethno-medicinal and economic importance of a particular plant species was done using information on indigenous or traditional knowledge from informants and participants. The information was mainly focused on the use of a particular plant species as a traditional medicine, and its cultural, ecological and ethological association with local people and its surrounding environs (Gadgil and Vatrak, 1976) . The data collection was prioritized by on-site collection of a plant from the field, conformed to herbaria species, and preparation of database of ethno-medicinal plants used by the local tribes. The entire methodology was adopted using standard published literature (Jain, 1989; Jain, 1996; Jainand Mudgal, 1999).
Plant Identification
The unidentified plant species were brought to the herbarium for an appropriate identification using published literature, monographs and herbarium specimens (Thaker, 1926; Sutaria, 1962; Shah, 1978) . In addition, some published information on medicinal plants in local, state and national newspapers, in vernacular language (Gujarati) was also referred for confirmation of the species. Later, all the plant species were further confirmed using Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL, 2010).
Results and discussion
Respondents
The study involved both key informants and tribal people residing in and around THR. In total, 383 villagers were interviewed from 7 villages and 2 hamlets (locally called Wandh). Of which, 202 (52.74%) and 76 (19.84%) were pastoralists (Maldharis) and farmers, respectively, while rests of the respondents (105 individuals, 27.42%) were either pastoralists (Maldharis) or agriculture laborers (Table 1) . Table 2) .
Ethno-Medicinal Plants
The tribal people of THR were found to use 209 species to cure various diseases or ailments such as bronchitis, cold, cough, diabetes, diarrhea, dropsy, dysentery, earache, fever, fistula, gastric troubles, hypothermia, indigestion, piles, skin diseases, snakebites, toothache, and ulcers. Of the recorded plants, 38 plant species were found to be commonly used by almost all people. It can be inferred from these facts that the unconventional leafy vegetables may provide the vital source of minerals for maintaining the overall health of local people (Shingade and Chavan, 1996).  Boil 5-10 gm of dry ash powder in 100 ml of water, to be taken spoonful thrice in a day  Mix 10 gm of plant ash with equal quantity of sugar and milk, to be taken after meal for 7 days.  Powder along with honey to be taken after meals.  About 2-3 gm of root powder with oil filtration, and applied twice a day.  10 leaves crushed with 5 seeds of Piper nigrum (Piper) and make pills from paste.  One pill is taken with water for 4 days.  Apply fruit pulp on swelled parts thrice a day to cure swellings.  Take a teaspoon of root powder, boil in a glass of water and take orally in morning hours for three days to cure dysentery. 21. Helicteres isora L. Family: Sterculiacaea Parts used: Fruits  Fruit mixed with mustard oil used to cure body pain.  Fruits be used to cure dysentery.
 Take 3 to 4 fruits and boil in 20 ml mustard oil to make paste. Apply paste on the affected areas.  The fruit is soaked in water overnight to get one cup of reddish water, and is drunk in morning time on empty stomach for 2 to 3 days to cure dysentery.  50-100 ml of decoction along with Basil (Ocimum sanctum) powder to be taken twice a day for 15 days.  Fresh plant material to be taken twice a day for 3-4 days.
A lack of ecological knowledge can seriously hinder the conservation and sustainable use of 
Conclusion
The study revealed that 90% tribal people are partially dependent on the forest and forest products for their primary health care. Moreover, the results of questionnaire survey from key informants revealed that the medicinal plant resources and the traditional knowledge of their uses among tribal communities are depleting day by day due to lack of awareness campaign. It is recommended to take immediate and appropriate conservation action plan to protect the ecosystem of the Tapkeshwari 
